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Welcome!
St Anthony’s School provides a warm, friendly environment that
fosters and challenges students to achieve their best and prepares
them for their school life. Our school is committed to working in
partnership with parents to provide high quality education and care
to enable every child to experience academic success and to know
the face of Jesus.
Principal: Mrs Louise Pfingst

Monday to Friday 8.40 a.m. to 2.50 p.m.
Doors open at 8.30 a.m.
You (or another adult) must bring your child into the Prep room at the
beginning of each session and collect him or her from the Prep room at the
end of the session. A responsible older sibling may perform this task – please
discuss this with the teacher. Under NO circumstances is your child to come in
from the street unattended or be left unsupervised before the door opens at
8.30 a.m.
Prep children enter the classroom via the Prep Peace Garden.
Staff should be advised in writing or by phone if another person is collecting
your child or if your child will be absent for the day.
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What to wear
to Prep
The prep children, girls and boys, are required to wear
the following components of the school uniform:
▪ School bag with logo.
▪ School Hat with logo (in sport’s house colour)
No HAT, No PLAY Policy
Summer
• Shirt School blue polo shirt with logo
• Shorts Blue school shorts with logo
• Shoes Black leather joggers (Velcro)
(please name each shoe & sock)
• Socks Blue sports socks (with two white stripes)
Winter
• The blue tracksuit (with white sections and school logo) is worn.
• Royal Blue fleecy pullover with logo
• School beanies and scarf.
The uniform can be purchased from St Ursula’s College Retail Outlet (The
uniform shop) at corner of Warra and Rome Streets.
Second hand items are also available from the uniform shop.
Enquiries please phone Terre Hawkins (07) 4638 8715.
Uniform shop times
• Monday – Thursday 11:.00pm – 5:00pm
• Friday 11:00pm – 4:30pm
• January from the 3rd open – Mon – Fri 10.00am-5.00pm
Every Sat 9.00am-1.00pm
Our parent Partnership Forum also run a second-hand uniform clothing pool
once a month.
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PLEASE name all articles that come to Prep (especially hats, socks & shoes)
Please use beginner’s alphabet (first letter in Upper case) when writing
names. Children will use this script in Prep, and we like to provide an
appropriate model.
A Beginner’s alphabet is on page 13.

Each day at Prep your child will need.....
▪ A School Hat
School Policy – is “No hat, No play.”

▪ A Healthy Snack and Lunch – such as
-Fruit and sandwich/crackers for morning tea.
-A sandwich or salad for lunch
▪ A bottle of water
Please also supply.....
▪ 1 small cushion with removable cover (named)
▪ A library bag approx. 40cm x 40cm
▪ School Supplies from the requirements list
▪ Spare clothes in a named zip lock bag.
Please name ALL articles that come to Prep
(especially hats, socks & shoes)
Snack Times
Please pack healthy food in your child’s lunch box.
The children are encouraged to eat “Fresh Fruit First” at morning tea
before eating anything else. Children are often very hungry at
morning tea, so you may want to pack sandwiches in two separate
packages – one for morning tea and one for lunch.
In the interest of healthy eating habits please do not include chips,
lollies, chocolate covered muesli bars, rollups, soft drink or popper
juices.

6

Tuckshop
Tuckshop days are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. Simply set up an account at
www.ouronlinecanteen.com.au and order online as required.
On arrival at Prep each day children..
1. Sign in
2. Place water bottle on the tray.
3. Put bag away.
4. Sit on the mat.
In the early days, children will read a book or do a puzzle while
waiting for the rest of the group.
We encourage children to do these jobs themselves to promote
independence and responsibility.
PLEASE EMPTY MESSAGE POCKETS DAILY!

School Involvement
Prep children are involved in all school activities including cross
country, athletics and swimming carnivals. Once they are settled,
they attend assemblies, Mass, specialist Music and Drama and P.E.
classes, sports days and visiting arts council groups. As the year
progresses the prep children join with the younger grades for lunch
and play.
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Health Procedure
For the protection of your child and the other children in the
group, please keep unwell children at home.
Usually if you are in doubt as to whether a child is well
enough to come to school – he /she isn’t!
If your child becomes ill at school, we will call you or your emergency
contact so that your child may be taken home.
Children with infectious diseases MUST be excluded from school.
(Please see Queensland Health “Time Out” website).
Prescribed Medication
Medication is administered by staff only with written
permission. Please fill out the Medication Form if applicable. These
forms are available from the office. Our staff members are not
permitted to administer non-prescribed medications like Panadol and
‘over the counter’ cough medicines.
Accidents
In the unlikely event that your child has an accident at
school which is considered serious enough to warrant
urgent medical attention, an ambulance will be called first and
parents/emergency contacts second.
Absenteeism
If your child is going to be absent, parents must inform the school by
8.30am on 46356200 or via Skoolbag or email. As part of school
policy, the school office will attempt to contact parents if a child is
absent without notice. If you are running late, please report to the
office to sign in prior to coming to the Prep classroom. Please sign
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your child out at the office if you wish to take your child before the
finishing time of 2:50p.m.

Library
Reading books to your child from an early age promotes strong oral
language, reading development and concepts of literacy. Prep children
will borrow weekly from the school library (as soon as they are settled)
on a day to be advised.
On this day the children choose one or two
books to take home for one week. Please
read this book to your child and return it to
the library box on or before the following
library day. For tips on how to read to your
child, a pamphlet “What good readers do” is included in your package.
Children may only borrow if they have a library bag (approx 40cm x 40
cm) and have returned the book from the previous week. It is a good idea
to have a special place at home where the library book is kept so that it is
not lost, damaged or mixed up with your child’s books.

Beginning readers
In Term Two, children will bring home beginning readers as well as library
books. These are books with simple predictable and repetitive texts and
are kept in a folder with a record sheet inside the library bag. It is
important to read the “What do good readers do?” pamphlet before
reading these books with your child. This explains what to do before,
during and after reading.
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Birthdays
We love to celebrate birthdays with your children.
You are invited to bring a cake to prep on your
child’s birthday (or the nearest school day). Please
advise staff before the day to ensure we are prepared for this special
celebration. Small cupcakes would be especially welcome.

Daily Chat and Write2Spell Folders
Each week, the children will bring home a Daily Chat and Write2Spell
Folder. The Daily Chat is an oral language program that
promotes discussion and activities about various topics.
The Write2Spell Folder will include the letter and
number that we are focussing on for the week, looking
particularly at direction and formation.

Excursions
During the year we will be taking the children
on various excursions. Your voluntary
assistance for supervision will be greatly
appreciated. In most cases payments for these
are included in the school fees (activity fee).
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School Fees
School fees are sent from the school office at
the beginning of each term. Direct Debit and
Centrepay facilities are available – forms available
from the office. For details phone 46356200.
School Behaviour Policy
St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School has developed a school- wide
behaviour program that is used in all classes and
across all school situations. Our program focuses
on the inherent belief that every child has the right
to be happy and safe at school. Therefore, we
support our children in making choices to respect others by:
▪ Keeping hands, feet and objects to themselves.
▪ Speaking and acting kindly to others and
▪ Following teacher’s directions.
The focus is on supporting your child in managing their
own behaviour. They are encouraged to make positive
(cool) choices, rather than weak
or ‘aggro’
choices. If children choose not to follow a rule, the
following steps will be taken
• First time
• Second time
• Third time

Warning
5 minutes – time out away from the group
10 minutes – move to buddy classroom. Children attend the
Responsible Thinking Classroom in play time to reflect on their
behaviour choice.

The emphasis is on the positive, with consequences for inappropriate
behaviour. If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to chat to
us.
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The Prep Curriculum
Each child comes to Prep with a different life experience and range of
skills. These experiences affect the child’s understanding about
themselves and the world. The Prep program will build on these
experiences.

Children participate in the Australian Curriculum learning areas:
English, Mathematics, Science, HASS (Health & Social Sciences),
Health and Physical learning and the Arts. Religion focuses on the
child’s understanding about God and life through: relating bible
stories and religious texts to their own experiences and behaviours;
exploring Creation, Jesus life and church; and through prayer and
celebrations. The general capabilities of Social and Personal
learning, and Technology are embedded in the teaching throughout
all the learning areas.
Contexts for Learning
The teacher creates five main contexts for learning and development.
The five contexts for learning are:
1. Play
2. Real life situations
3. Investigations
4. Routines and transitions
5. Focused learning and teaching
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Play
Play occurs in both indoor and outdoor
environments. It provides a powerful context in
which children learn as they actively engage
socially, emotionally, physically and intellectually
with people, objects and representation s. Through play, children use and
extend oral language capabilities, improve literacy and numeracy, explore a
range of ways to symbolise experiences and develop imagination and
creativity. In play, children are able to practise and master learning, sustain
concentration and take risks in enjoyable and nonthreatening contexts.

Real Life situations
Learning through real-life learning situations enables children to
build connections between their home, community and classroom
experiences. These experiences include cooking, gardening, reading
and writing texts for real purposes, conducting an experiment, making
artworks, working on a project or talking with guest speakers.

Investigations
Investigations involve children in interacting with people, objects
and representations, as they inquire, explore relationships and
test ideas. The teacher scaffolds investigations by asking questions, posing
problems, disrupting thinking, modelling, explaining and suggesting
alternatives and involving children in decision-making.

Routines and Transitions
Times such as meal times, relaxation times, toileting and tidyup times provide important opportunities for meaningful
spontaneous and planned learning. Routines around literacy and numeracy
will be built-in to the day, and maximum use made of
transitions as children move from one activity to
another.

13

Focused learning and teaching
Focused learning and teaching involves children actively co-constructing
understandings with people, objects and representations. Children are
supported in making connections in as they participate in activities and play.

Literacy
Prep children need a strong oral language foundation from which to
build their literacy skills. A strong vocabulary, familiarity with
sentence structure and rhyme, and an ability to respond to how and
why questions is vital. You can help your child by:
Reading – cuddle up with a

story and make connections between the story and your
child’s life.

Talking – chat about things, words and numbers in the environment. Talk about
similarities, differences, interesting words. Sing nursery rhymes in the car. Our ‘Daily
Chat’ will help you with topics to share with your child.

Playing - throw and catch a ball; board games; pretend play; cooking; make a kite.
…..everyday……

Hand writing
Please use the beginner’s alphabet when writing your child’s name.
The first letter of the name is a capital, followed by lower case. Letter
formation is committed to muscle memory, so it is important that
children form the letters correctly from the start. As a general rule,
we place the child’s name in the top left corner of the page. This
promotes left to right and top to bottom progression. A sample of
the beginner’s alphabet is provided on the next page.
St Anthony’s uses the Write2Spell program which
uses a multi- sensory approach to learning letter
formation. Each letter has an image in the shape
of the letter; a script for the sound it makes (sound talk); and a script
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for letter formation (letter talk). A summary of the letter images,
sound talk and letter formation will be provided to support use of
this program at home http://www.write2spell.com

.

Child Portfolios
Parents play a vital role in their children’s education. Research has
shown that effective programs for children are based on the
establishment of relationships between all participants in his/her
child’s education.
A record of your child’s learning journey will be maintained in his/her
portfolio, and shared with the family each term.
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Building Partnerships
St Anthony’s Staff understand the importance of
building effective partnerships with:
❖ The Child
❖ Parents
❖ Care-givers
❖ Other professional
❖ The primary school
❖ The parish community

Parents and care-givers can support the development of effective
partnerships by:
• Sharing insights and information related to your child. This
information is always confidential.
• Visiting the prep room to take part in special events.
• Contributing resources (for example, junk materials for
collage)
• Reading newsletters and notice boards carefully
• Being punctual. When leaving say a happy goodbye and leave
promptly. Most children settle extremely well; any children
who don’t, usually settle within five minutes of you leaving.
Consistency is very important in settling a persistently upset
child.
• Attending PPF meetings and supporting their endeavours.
Meetings are held twice a term.
• Please - no smoking on school grounds.
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REPORTING
Your child will receive end of Semester 1 and 2 report cards. Formal
Parent/Teacher interviews are held at the end of Term 1 & 3.
You are able to make an appointment at any time to discuss your
child’s progress. Teachers are very busy in the morning’s and often
have meetings after school. It is advised that you make an
appointment to discuss your child at length with the teacher.
PCYC After School Care at St Anthony’s
Before , after school and vacational programs are
conducted at St Anthony’s School.
Please contact PCYC for further information on
Ph# 0417399835 or email:
stanthonyssac@pcyc.org.au

Prep is the beginning of your child’s formal education journey at St
Anthony’s Catholic Primary School. It is a very exciting and
important beginning. Many attitudes towards school will be formed
in this first year and a foundation for learning will be provided. We
look forward to working together with you for a happy and
productive year for your child. We hope that the time spent in Prep
will be wonderful. If you have any enquiries regarding school life,
please don’t hesitate in coming to see the staff.
Welcome to our school community.

